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The stories you hear at the Center are heartbreaking, 
but the time you spend there is heart mending.  

We will be forever grateful.

AND THAT’S BECAUSE OF YOU.  
YOU BRING THE LOVE.

INSIDE:  caring. kindness. inspiration.



Anne Lynch

About the Center for Grieving Children

For children and families confronting loss, change, 
and grief when someone close to them dies or is 
seriously ill, the Center for Grieving Children is an 
oasis of loving support. Trained volunteers and the 
support of the local community keep our services 
free for families. Founded in 1987, the Center today 
reaches more than 4,000 people annually, and 
depends on funding from individuals, businesses, 
foundations, and United Way. 
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WELCOME

From Our Executive Director
 
The accomplishmens highlighted in our 2014 Report to 
the Community were made possible by people like you, the 
members of the community around us. 

Every day, I see individuals coming together to create a 
breadth of grief support and resources for children and their 
families that no one person alone could ever provide. 

Volunteers describe their work here as “life changing,” 
because they see the power of community to help others, 
and they recognize that having a role to play in that can be a 
“transformational” personal gift. 

You are the reason we can be here. You bring the financial 
resources and the connections that support the Center in so 
many ways. You make it possible for the Center to be inclusive, 
collaborative, and welcoming to all.

Thank you.

Our deepest appreciation 
to all who have shared their 

stories on these pages.

“

“

You are the reason we can be here.

community

4Cover photo, family portraits, and page 4 and 7 photos by Jane Berger Photography.



Community Outreach 
 
Community outreach throughout the year brought the Center’s coaching, 
training, and crisis response to more than 77 schools, service agencies, 
healthcare settings, and more.

•	 In the wake of deaths among students, teachers, and parents, Center 
staff were onsite at more than 10 schools within Cumberland and 
York County. Several deaths were publicized widely over time, 
creating additional impacts for school communities.

•	 We did presentations and training for hospice volunteers, family-
service groups, social workers, summer camp staff, an international 
student exchange program, multiple schools and workplaces, United 
Way rallies, and more. 

•	 At colleges, we presented to nursing and social-work classes on how 
children process grief and on key considerations and awareness to 
bring when working with intercultural populations. 

“

You are the reason we can be here.

community

Elementary School Students

“
“

We did five crisis outreaches this month.Two for middle-schoolers after a teacher died 
suddenly, and a student with chronic illness died. Staff supported students at an elementary 
school after a parent died. We are providing support to students in a small community, 
following the death of a teen with elementary- and middle-school siblings. Phone support 
went to an elementary school principal regarding three students whose mother just died.

Center volunteers gave more than 25,000 hours of service this year.

Danielle Alexander 
Peer Support Facilitator

As a program manager with 
Big Brothers Big Sisters in York 
County, Danielle learned about 
the Center as a place that could 
provide grief support to children 
she knew needed it. When we 
opened our service site in Sanford, 
she trained to become a peer-
support facilitator. This mother of 
a three-year-old son and baby girl 
says, “When they’re old enough,  
I want my kids to understand that 
not every child has a mommy and 
daddy, and it’s O.K. to talk about 
illness and sadness and death.”    

Edward Laboke 
2014 Beacon Award winner

“My ideals as an educator 
make me want to volunteer at 
the Center, to help children of 
fellow refugees and immigrants 
get better opportunities.” A 
founding member of the Center’s 
Intercultural Advisory Council, 
Edward taught in schools in his 
homeland of South Sudan and 
in Sudan before violence forced 
him to flee. He works in Portland 
Public Schools as a parent/
community specialist, and is the 
winner of our 2014 Beacon Award, 
which represents the beacon of 
hope our volunteers shine.

Deb Henry 
Peer Support Facilitator

Deb’s parents died when she was 
a child. But it was not until she 
ended a long-time career and began 
training as a volunteer facilitator 
that she explored her long-buried 
feelings about loss. “Once you get 
to the Center, you can connect 
with people who have been there.” 
Deb coordinates Center office 
recycling, and is training now to 
volunteer in our Multicultural 
Peer Support Program. “Can 
you imagine what it’s like to be a 
grieving child, taken away from 
all you’ve known and brought to 
a completely different world?”

John Holland 
2014 6 Who Care Nominee

Our nominee for this year’s 
WCSH6/United Way 6 Who Care 
award is a man of exceptional and 
diverse talents. John has facilitated 
our peer support programs, 
volunteered for fundraising events, 
and led complex projects that 
have substantially improved our 
office technology. “I find all of 
these opportunities rewarding,” he 
says. “I grew up in a family where 
the values of giving, sharing, 
and supporting each other 
were modeled and ingrained.”
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OUR PROGRAMS

Bereavement Peer Support

Mira and Molly Horn

•	 Over the last year, the program served 
300 children and adults, with one third of 
participants from York County and two-thirds 
from Cumberland County. 

•	 With the Cancer Care Center of York County, 
we added a Sanford-based Bereavement 
Peer Support group for widows/widowers/
bereaved partners.  

•	 Plus, we added a “Weather Room” to our 
Sanford site, similar to our “Volcano Room” in 
Portland. It’s a safe place where children can 
physically express feelings. 

•	 We are deeply grateful for the 175 volunteers 
whose training and commitment made peer-
support groups possible.

Our Teen Advisory Group 
launched during the year to help 
us strategize and implement 
communication that connects with 
teens “where they are,” especially 
online. The volunteers coaching us 
are teens who have received Center 
services in Portland and Sanford.

Peer-group facilitators in every 
Center program helped implement 
our new evaluation tool, instituted 
last year to guide ongoing program 
development. It assists individuals 
in reflecting on personal changes 
along their grief journey.

For extraordinary work meeting 
a need in the community, the 
Harvard Pilgrim Health Care 
Foundation awarded the Center 
its 2014 Community Hero Award. 
Harvard Pilgrim funding last 
year enabled our Multicultural 
Peer Support Program to serve 
high schoolers and create an 
awareness-raising video. 

The Center’s internship program 
welcomed bachelor’s and master’s 
level students from Antioch, the 
University of Southern Maine, 
University of New England, and 
additional colleges. Serving in 
groups of about six per school 
year, they trained and served 
as peer-group facilitators, 
completed special projects, and 
assisted our events.

Our largest program and the cornerstone of our service to the 
community, Bereavement Peer Support promotes the resiliency 
of children and their families facing loss and grief by helping 
them feel they belong, have hope, and are supported by others. 
The program also offers peer-support groups for bereaved young 
adults, parents whose children have died, and widows/widowers 
and bereaved partners.

“The emergency crew came and took over. I went to the 
hospital. But he was gone. . . . I couldn’t eat. I couldn’t think. 
But even if your heart feels frozen in time, kids still need 
school lunch. Food shopping has to be done. The car needs 
gas. . . . We attended the Center every Tuesday night for a 
year and a half. It was our lifeline. . . . The Center helped the 
children to not feel alone, when I was at my least capable.  
And it helped me find my balance, again. 
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“
“

““Attending the program taught me a lot, and the thing it 
taught me about most is joy. It is a very joyful place.  
     – Anne
My experience having death in the family and resettling 
in Maine led me to become a volunteer. I’ve learned that 
helping others starts from within. And I know now that the 
emotions I felt in the past are O.K. to feel, and feel again. 
Coming to the Center has connected me to the community 
in new ways.    
     – Anne’s brother, Lazarus (Intercultural Advisory Council Volunteer)

Anne Donato and 
Lazarus Donato

Multicultural Program Tender Living Care

The Center’s Multicultural Peer Support Program works in 
partnership with Portland schools to serve students resettled 
in Maine from countries that have experienced violent conflict. 
Our Intercultural Advisory Council ensures our programs 
are inclusive, community-based, and culturally relevant and 
empowering for those involved with them.

•	 The program served 40 students from Riverton Elementary 
School and Lincoln Middle School. Funding made it possible 
for 12 of them to attend a week of Maine-island summer camp 
that included adventure, skill-building, and grief support.

•	 A team of students from the University of Southern Maine won 
the school’s public service award for working with the Center 
to produce Swimming in a Culture without Water. The video 
will help increase understanding of the losses and challenges 
of new American families making Maine their home.

•	 New funding also opened the program to 20 teens in Portland 
and Deering high schools. 

Tender Living Care (TLC) is a Center program for families 
living with the serious illness of a family member. From the 
point of diagnosis, peer support is available for the family 
member who is ill as well as the other adult, teens, and 
children in the family.

•	 The TLC program served 68 family members last year, 
at the Center and through visits made to families in 
hospitals and homes. Eight additional sessions offered 
groups training on how to support children and families 
living with illness. 

•	 New program material spread the word about TLC 
services to 70 medical providers, faith leaders, and social 
service agencies. It’s the Center’s goal to increase the 
number of families this program serves. 

•	 We said goodbye to Patricia Ellen, whose 10 years of 
service to Center families included coordinating the TLC 
program. And we welcomed Sandy Lovell, our new TLC 
and outreach coordinator. 

Jake and Ashley Ricker, and Suzette Dibiase-Ricker 

My husband fought cancer for four years, and our 
family came to the Center’s Tender Living Care (TLC) 
program. There was a bond among all of us. You could 
talk if you felt like talking, and cry without feeling like 
an idiot. On a few nights, when we were supposed to 
go to the Center, I was tired and told the kids we could 
stay home, watch a movie, have popcorn. But, instead, 
they would say, ‘No! We want to go to the Center.’

resilience
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“It is a joy to help create an event that celebrates what the 
Center does,” says Center board member Gail Bruzgo, who is 
in her third year as chair of Love Really Counts: Our Annual 
Auction & Dinner Gala. 

“During a difficult time for our family, my children never got 
the chance to attend the Center, because we just didn’t know 
they could. Had I attended this event, we would have known. If 
one child comes to the Center and uses our services because of 
this event, then I consider it a smashing success.”

Held at the Holiday Inn By the Bay in Portland in February 
2014, the Center’s largest annual fundraising event was more 
than a success. Grossing $180,000 for program support, it was 
a record breaker created by volunteer committee members 
who worked tirelessly. IDEXX Laboratories, Inc. returned as 
Platinum Sponsor. Cindy Williams of WCSH6 reigned lovely 
as host. And Tom Saturley’s expertise as auctioneer kept the 
bidding lively. It was a magical night! 

The Game

Center Day at the Sea Dogs, 
sponsored by MaineHealth, 
was a home run! A proud 
Center volunteer e-mailed us: 
“I watched a Center family run 
the bases after the game, with 
their little peanut three-year-
old in her Center T-shirt down 
to her ankles, running strong. 
What an image—a metaphor 
for what we’re all about.”

1

A N  E V E N I N G  W I T H

Monica Wood
To benefit the Center for Grieving Children

Thursday, June 26, 2014 
Coastal House    I   Wells, Maine

Our thanks to Unum for support of the Center’s  
services to families from York County

The Author

We knew she would share great insights about grief and 
storytelling, but how could we know she would also have us 
laughing so much? Held in June in Wells, our Evening with 
Monica Wood was made possible by committed volunteers 
and York County-based businesses. For the Center’s first 
public event in York County, we were proud to host this 
multi-award-winning author, who said of the Center, “What 
a miracle such a place exists: a refuge filled with warm, 
responsive people whose mission is to help broken-hearted 
souls find their way back to joy.”

OUT AND ABOUT

The Volunteers

We’re grateful to United Way for 
long-time support in Portland, 
and now proudly receive support, 
too, from United Way of York 
County. Last spring marked our 
first United Way Day of Caring 
in York County, when a group of 
orange-shirted volunteers lent by 
local employers dug and planted 
a flower garden at our Sanford 
service site. 
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The Pelletier familyMonica Wood

The Gala

Janet Letalien, Linda Labbe, Kim Simard

Cyndi Smith, Lana Wescott, Dan Gibbons,  
Ajeet Gillard, Katie Ketner

United Way volunteers

Sandro Secchi, Gail Bruzgo, and Katie Hogan Colette Warren, Larry Wold, and Cindy Williams
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The Golf

We heard it more than once: “What a great 
day!” Thank you to the businesses who 
sponsor our Paul Gray Memorial Swing 
“Fore” the Center at the Purpoodock Club 
in Cape Elizabeth. Returning in November 
2013 as our Title Sponsor, MaineHealth’s 
lead role in supporting the tournament 
pays tribute to Paul Gray, who served on the 
Center’s board of directors and was a leader 
and friend to many at both MaineHealth 
and Maine Medical Center. We are grateful 
as well to The Thomas Agency, which in 
2014 became a second Title Sponsor. And 
to Paul’s family, big hugs! In 2013, our 
tournament grossed more than $55,000. 

The Stars

Students from our Multicultural Peer Support 
Program created songs with musician Billy 
Libby’s “Your Song Your Story” project. 
Then, when Billy toured with pop star Ingrid 
Michaelson’s band, he introduced several of 
our teens to Ingrid (center) and got them into 
her sold-out show at the State Theater.The Race

The TD Beach to Beacon 10K 
Road Race keeps on giving! 
As a past race beneficiary, the 
Center may purchase up to 25 
of the race’s coveted bibs to 
award to runners who pledge 
to be Center “fundracers.” In 
summer 2013, they brought 
in $15,000 by asking for 
donations to the Center in 
support of their race. 

The Mark

Hats off to the DJ who is most 
often seen wearing his! The 
one-and-only Mark Curdo’s 
sixth year as ringmaster of 
the WCYY Markathon brought 
in $43,000 for the Center 
over five days during the first 
week of December. He built 
awareness through recorded 
and live interviews with our 
volunteers, board members, 
and families who have 
received Center services. 

The Hoops

Our Hoops for Hope 
program, presented 
by General Dynamics, 
Bath Iron Works, 
brought $15,000 to the Center, plus on-court 
and at-the-Center meetings among Maine Red 
Claws players and children in our programs.

The Surprise

A big surprise last year was being named 
beneficiary of the Christmas party hosted by 
Eimskip, the Icelandic company now shipping 
from Portland harbor. It generated $30,000 for 
the Center, for which we’re deeply grateful.

Adam McGoon, loyal FundRacer

From left: Bill Caron (president and CEO, MaineHealth)  
and Vaughn Clark (president, The Thomas Agency)

Morris Fisher and Chris Emmons

Nancy Thompson, Amy Booth, 
Quincy Hentzel, Jen Olszewski

Students from our Multicultural Peer Support 

connection
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BY THE NUMBERS

FINANCIAL STATISTICS (AUDITED)

Revenue 
Revenue from Services* ............................................ $0 
Contributions, Grants, Events, Community Support .. $805,322 
Investment Gain ........................................................ $7,163 
Total Revenues ...................................................  $812,485 

Expenses 
Program Services .....................................................  $689,184 
Management and General ........................................  $50,890 
Fundraising ..............................................................  $57,534 
Total Expenses ..................................................  $797,608 
Unrestricted Margin ...........................................  $14,877

*The Center provides services to grieving children and families at no charge, through the tremendous generosity of our community.

Revenue by Source Expense Allocation

• Special Events 40% 

•  Grants 17% 

•  Contributions 18% 

• United Way Allocation and  
      Designated Donors 16% 

• Misc 9% 

• Program Services 86% 

• General Fundraising 7% 

• Management and General 6% 

Places We’ve BeenA Year of Big Data

July 1, 2013 – June 30, 2014

Acton:  
Acton Elementary School

Berwick:  
Noble High School

Biddeford:  
Biddeford Elementary  
St. James School

Buxton:  
Buxton Center 
Elementary School

Gorham:  
Gorham Savings Bank, 
University of Southern 
Maine (USM)

Lebanon:  
Lebanon Elementary 
School

Lewiston:  
Tri-County Foster, 
Adoptive, and Kinship 
Association

Long Island:  
Long Island School and 
community

Portland:  
Barbara Bush Children’s 
Hospital, Catholic 
Charities, CIEE, City 
of Portland Public 
Health, Diversified 

Communications, Hospice 
of Southern Maine, Jewish 
Community Alliance, 
Lyman Moore Middle 
School, Maine Medical 
Center, USM, Riverton 
Park Housing, Riverton 

Sanford:  
Sanford High School,  
local parishes

South Portland: 
Congregation Bet 
Ha’am, Memorial Middle 
School, Southern Maine 
Community College

Standish:  
Bonny Eagle High School

Wells: 
Wells High School

Westbrook:  
Westbrook Middle School, 
Westbrook Community 
Center

Windham:  
Windham Elementary 
School, Windham 
Primary School

Atlanta, Georgia: 
National Alliance of 
Grieving Children

Sample of community outreach including crisis  
response, training, and education

25

427

1

5 0

175

77

15

700+
950+

+ +
T HOU S A N D T HOU S A N D

T HOU S A N D

children and teens

adults

Hours given  
by volunteers

Children, teens, and adults  
who helped one another  

through peer support

Volunteers available as  
weekly peer-group facilitators

Institutions receiving  
grief support education and 

training or crisis support

Individuals connecting with  
the Center online, seeing 
grief-related resources

Phone callers who received 
immediate grief support, plus 

information and referrals

Individuals benefiting from  
grief support education and 

training or crisis support

Amount the Center  
charged families to receive the 

support they needed

Number of facilitator trainings  
in Sanford and Portland

love
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THANK YOU

$25,000 +
United Way of Greater Portland

$20,000 +
IDEXX Laboratories, Inc.

$10,000-$15,000 + 
Beim Foundation
John T. Gorman Foundation
General Dynamics, Bath Iron Works
Harvard Pilgrim Health Care
Ice-Time Charitable Endowment
MaineHealth
Patrons Oxford Insurance Company
Re/Max By The Bay
Virginia Hodgkins Somers Foundation
Tex-Tech Industries
Transformit
Unum
WEX Inc.

$5,000-$9,999
Allagash Brewing Company, Inc.
Allied Cook Construction Co., Inc.
CBRE/Boulos Company
Denovo LLC
Diversified Communications
The Eunice Frye Home Foundation
Give With Liberty
Gorham Savings Bank
The Robert and Dorothy Goldberg Charitable Foundation
William J. J. Gordon Family Foundation
Headlight Audio Visual
Maine Magazine
Martin’s Point Healthcare
Medical Mutual Insurance Company of Maine
Rines/Thompson Fund of the Maine  
     Community Foundation
Rite Aid Foundation
Smith Family Charitable Trust
Spectrum Medical Group
Sprague Energy Corporation
Springfield Terminal Railway Company
The Thomas Agency, Inc.
United Way of York County
Unum Matching Gifts Program
Welch Charitable Fund of the Maine  
     Community Foundation

$2,500-$4,999
Alere Scarborough, Inc.
Anthem Blue Cross
Asylum
Baker Newman Noyes
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Edward H Daveis Benevolent Fund of the  
     Maine Community Foundation 
Fairpoint Communication
IBM Employee Services Center
Investment Management & Consulting Group
Liberty Mutual Insurance
Losam Fund
H. M. Payson, Inc.
Professional Disability Associates, LLC
SheJams
Speedway Children’s Charities
TD Bank
Tucker Law Group
Walmart Foundation

$1,500-$2,499
Bangor Savings Bank Corporate 
Giving Program
L.L.Bean
Bob’s Discount Furniture
Dartmouth-Hitchcock
Fintech Securities
Albert B. Glickman Family Foundation
Luke William Hahn Foundation
Roy A. Hunt Foundation
Jones-Rich-Hutchins
Max Kagan Family Foundation
Lafrance-Lambert & Black Funeral Home
Maine Center for Cancer Medicine & Blood Disorders
The Miley Foundation
Opus Consulting Group
Real Deal 5K
Jane Hard Russell Charitable Trust
Sellers Publishing, Inc.
Shipyard Brewing Company
Spa Tech Institute
Spinnaker Trust
Triton Foundation
Truist
Verrill Dana LLP

$1,000-$1,499
Apple Lane Foundation
Allen Screen Printing
Berkley Insurance Company
Boy Scout Troop #875
Coastal Maine Aquatics
Container Services International
R. M. Davis, Inc.
Ethan’s Star in a Jar Fund of the 
Maine Community Foundation
HDR INC
InterMed - Administrative Offices
Kennebunk Savings Bank
Key Bank
Maine Auto Service
Maine Running Company
MEMIC Partners for Workplace Safety
Nova Seafood
One Day at a Time Fund of 
     the Maine Community Foundation
Parallax Partners, Inc.
Portland Longshoremen’s Benevolent Association
PowerPay, LLC
Rothbart Financial Services
Sanford Institution for Savings
George L. Shinn and Clara S. Shinn Foundation of the        
     Maine Community Foundation
Sturdivant Island Tuna Tournament
The Tyler Foundation
Walgreens
Wing-Benjamin Trust
Robert and Marcia Yanofsky Family Charitable Trust

$500-$999
Aetna Foundation, Inc.
Anonymous
ASAP Taxi & Courier Service
Atlantic Regional Federal Credit Union
Attention 2 Detailz
August Wealth Management
Berry Talbot Royer
Bibber Memorial Chapel
Bigelow Investment Advisors
Binga’s Winga’s LLC
BJC Hospice
The Baldwin Foundation
The Jessie D. Bullens-Crewe Foundation
Capital Consulting Partners
Casco Federal Credit Union
CIEE
Count and Crush, LLC
Dawson, Smith, Purvis, & Bassett, P.A.
Disability RMS
Eldredge Lumber & Hardware, Inc.
Fairchild Semiconductor
Falmouth Dental Health
Falmouth High School
First Congregational Church, UCC
Flatbread Company

Goldman, Sachs & Co. Matching Gift Program
Golf & Ski Warehouse
Goodwill Industries of Northern New England
Great Lost Bear - Grizzly Bear Inc.
Greener Postures Yoga LLC
Holden Agency & Employee Benefits Solutions
Jotul North America, Inc.
JR Squared Enterprises, Inc.
Living Wealth Partners
Maine Auto Care
Maine Gold and Silver
Maine Masonry Company
Maine Medical Center - Health Info. Management
H. A. Mapes, Inc.
Margaritas Downtown
Gritty McDuff’s Brewing Company
Midcoast Federal Credit Union
Nappi Distributors
New England Off-Road Outfitters LLC
New York Life Insurance
North Sails of Freeport
Northern New England CFC
Omni Hotels & Resorts
Oxford Networks
Perkins Thompson
Pine State Trading Company
Portland Chevra Kadisha
Portland Sea Dogs
Putney, Inc.
Redington-Fairview General Hospital
Saco & Biddeford Savings Bank
Southworth International Group
Springer’s Jewelers
The Standard
Storyland
Synergent
Thornton & Company
Tom’s of Maine
Town & Country FCU
Transformations, LLC
United Way of Massachusetts & Merrimack Valley
United Way of Mid Coast Maine
Yarmouth Lions Club
Zachau Construction

$250-$499
Atlantic Oceanfront Motel
Bank of America United Way Campaign
Big Foot Soap Company
Blue Knights International
Bob’s Clam Hut
J. B. Brown & Sons
Bruzgo & Kremer, LLC
Cape Madras
Carr Capitol Connections, LLC
Cascades Auburn Fiber
Edison Press
Falmouth Lions Club
Handyman Equipment Rental Co., Inc.
Harvard Pilgrim Health Care Foundation
Italian Heritage Center
JustGive.org
Kaplan Higher Education Corp.
Lilybrooke Events LLC
Lions Club of Cape Elizabeth, Inc.
Long Island Parent’s Club
LPL Financial Services
Marden’s, Inc.
Morgan Stanley
The Maine Ghostbusters
Neurosurgery and Spine Associates
North Parish Congregational Church UCC
Northeast Financial Strategies
Nosh Kitchen Bar
State of New Hampshire
Pork in the Beans Productions Inc.
Sea Bags
Spectrum Enterprises
St. James School
Systems Engineering
Tailgate Bar & Grill
Tip To Toe
Tri-Maine Productions
United Way of Eastern Maine
Wright-Ryan Construction
The Yoga Center

 July 1, 2013-June 30, 2014 
Corporation and Foundation Support

We are grateful to 
everyone who gives to 

the Center.  
A complete list of 2013-14 

donors can be found online at 
cgcmaine.org.

Judy Stark
 
“I love it,” Judy says about the 
Center. “There’s such a warm, 
comfortable feeling there.” After 
attending a Center-focused “Lunch 
& Learn” at work,  Judy began 
volunteering as part of Global 
IDEXX Volunteer Efforts (GiVE), 
which gives employees two paid 
days to volunteer. At the Center, 
she and coworkers have painted 
walls, sorted stuffed animals, and 
twice created an amazing Holiday 
Shop filled with donated toys. 
In Kennebunk, Judy and friends 
hosted a Zumbathon fundraiser 
that inspired generous gifts from 
as far as Zumba Fitness in Florida.

*The Center provides services to grieving children and families at no charge, through the tremendous generosity of our community.

• Program Services 86% 

• General Fundraising 7% 

• Management and General 6% 

Sample of community outreach including crisis  
response, training, and education

Doug Watts,  
Peer-support Facilitator 

Doug has directed matching funds 
from his employer as part of his 
many contributions to the Center. 
Just eight years old when his mother 
died in a plane crash, he “learned 
two survival skills: to bury my 
emotions very deeply, and to not 
discuss her loss. In my facilitator 
training at the Center, I learned to 
connect with my feelings, and bring 
my authentic self to be with the kids. 
. . . I realized my own loss was not a 
weight, but a light that could shine a 
way forward.”
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Our listing takes into account gifts made through United Way, but not payments on capital campaign pledges made in previous years.  
If you note an error, please call 207.775.5216, ext. 103. 

$5,000-$10,000
Joan M. Conroy
Michael and Denise Dubyak
Stephen Hart
Terry Ingram
Robert and Jennifer Kaplus
Paul and Janet Letalien
Joe and Carole Long
Kevin and Sherry McCarthy
William O’Donnell
Melissa Smith

$2,500-$4,999
Jim Bradley  
Kevin and Amanda Bunker 
William Caron  
Kathy and Bob Crispin 
Vinal Doody  
Ken Smith and Heidi    
     Foreman-Smith 
Barbara and Nicholas 
     Fowler 
Michael and Carolyn Lane 
Tricia and Fred Madeira 
Francis and Susan McGinty 
John Orestis  
Will Stiles and Hilary Rapkin 
Jacob Roberson  
Raymond and Peggy  
     Veroneau  

$1,000-$2,499
Michelle Bailey  
Christopher Bender 
Christine Bennett and 
Bruce Dalbeck
Daniel and Sara Boxer 
Tim and Janet Brewer 
Dan and Gail Bruzgo 
Gail Cinelli  
Michael Cousins  
Alex Del Tergo  
Joe DeLois  
Michael and Andrea 
     Descoteaux
Kurt and Maria Ebrahim 
David B. Findlay  
Marjorie Ford  
Sam and Norma Jean Fratoni
Vince Furey  
Joseph Kocknavate  
Mike Lauze  
Louis and Marla LeBlanc
Paul Leeman  
William Legge  

Anne Lynch
Ciaran Lynch
Jeanne and John Markin
Timothy Masse  
David Maxsimic  
Gregory and Julie McCarthy
Joline A. McDonough
Alan McIlhenny, Jr. and Beth   
     Ackerson 
John and Carol Mosley 
Robert and Janet Nelson 
Frank and Mary Lynn 
     O’Shea 
Jane Parker  
Amanda and Mark Rand 
Sandro Sechi  
Kimberly Simard  
Jeffrey Small  
Greg Strzegowski  
Edward and Megan  
     Tumavicus 
David and Diana Warren 
 
$500-$999
Lynn Abood-Pelletier  
Sara Almy  
Mary and Russell Arnold  
Vincent Asanza  
Paul Attardo  
Deb Austin  
Brett Barker  
Wade Brainerd  
Seth and Amy Bruning  
Cecilia Caldwell and Phil Scavetto 
Jason Cianchette  
Hugh Costello  
Reinaldo de los Heros, M.D.  
Andy Dixon and J.B. Kavaliauskas
Maryaustin Dowd and George Calvert 
John and Robin Downing  
Elvar Einarsson  
Shari and Steve Elder  
Katie Estabrook  
William and Deborah Ethridge 
Joy Symon Fall and Greg Fall  
Anne B. and R. Ewen Farnham 
James T. Fickett  
Leslie and Jack Flynn  
Leonard and Liane Giambalvo 
Travis Gilbert  
Douglas and Kim Ginevan  
James and Maureen Gorman  
Nathan and Heidi Graham  
Tiffany L. Higgins  
Katherine and Kevin Hogan  
Ronald Hunt  
Kevin and Elizabeth Hunt  
Gretchen Johnson  
Bob and Tracy Keegan  
Scott and Erica Kidder  
Mark Landry  
David and Kara Leopold  
Sara Lewis  
John Lunt  
Suzanne Madigan
James Mangini
Raina and David Maxwell
Peter Joseph McDonald
Edward and Kimberly McNamara
Dana Mitiguy
Marianne Murray
Benno Nelson

Renee and Thomas Newman
Frankie and Ben Odom
Marsha O’Leary
Winthrop and Elizabeth Orlic
Peter Racine
Jacques Santucci and Patricia Rosi-
Santucci
Scott and Lynn Shattuck
Gabriel Shaw
Kathy and Kevin Smith
Obie Spear
Andrew and Ann Stickney
Stephen Strout and Susan Giambalvo
Nancy and Tim Thompson
Bradford and Elizabeth Watson
Amy Hemmens-Wu and Jack Wu
George Yackulic
Greta Lynn and Burt Yankiver
Bradford Yankiver

$200-$499
Katrine Alcaide
John and Sally Amory
Robert J. Anderson, Jr. Anderson
Bill and Stephanie Andy
C.D and Elizabeth Armstrong
William and Agnieszka Asbury
Cynthia Atkinson
Kelly Lynn Mirone Ayer
Russell and Jennifer Barrows
Janet Basile
Joel Bassett
Gail Beals
Charlene Bellenger
Sarah Belliveau
William Bennett
Bryan and Bethany Billinger
John and Lori Black
Carol Black
Mark and Cathy Blackeney
Rosalie Blenkhorn
Julie Boesky and Jonathan Shapiro
Polly Bradley
Mairi Bramblett
Lawrence and Jane Broda
Marilyn Bronzi
Diane Brooker
Kristan Brown
Karen Burke
Patti Campbell 
Douglas and Dierdre Carr
Jane Carson
Lawrence Carter
Betsy Chase
Michael Colucci
Andrew and Kim Couch
B. Coupe
Ann Courtney
Steve Crowley
Tony and Dorothy Delmolino
Frederick Demers
Pascale Desir
Melanie Dezenzo
Kathleen and Allen Dillaire
Mary Donahue
Don and Abigail Douglas
Richard R. Dow
Rose Eaton
Marne Elam
Joseph and Cheryl Farrington
Rae Fasulo
Michael Flaherty
Lawrence and Shelagh Foley
Edie and Maureen Fontaine
Richard and Barbara Fox
Melinda Fuller
Cindy Getchell
James Giberson and Eliza Warren 
Giberson
Lisa and Leon Gorman
Betts Gorsky
Jake Gott
Pamela Greaney

Angela Gregoire
J. Bruce and Lynne J. Grimaldi
Arthur Hackett
Susan Hadiaris
Maryeileen Haley
Marijo Hamilton
Linda Peyton and Morris Hancock
Angela Harvey
David Haskell
Quincy Hentzel
Caitlin Hickey
Robert and Barbara Hintze
Ronald and Stacy Hodge
Robert and Christina Holbrook
Tom Hopkins
Dory Hoy
Patricia Ianni
Glenn and Jane Irish
Kendra Jarratt
Chris Kast
Jason and Susie Kendeigh
Scott Kent
Chris Klement 
Michael and Elizabeth Kramer
Vickie Labbe
Jeffery W. Lauzier
Jacqueline and Richard Leach
John and Isabel Lescure
Michael Levasseur
Brian Livingston
E. Hona Longstaff-Lewis
Declan Lynch and Erin Powers Lynch
Eoin Lynch
George Mackinnon
Ronald Maheu
Nicholas and Erin Mancini
Sandra Maners
Melissa McAllister
Roseanne McConnell
Kevin and Marylee McDonough
Edward McGeachey
Daniel McGovern
Elizabeth McGrady
Caitlin McGuinness
Rachel Roberts McInniss
Sharon McKenna
Alissa Messer
Rosalyn Metzger
Steven Michaud
Robert Miles
Brian and Patsy Milliken 
James Molleur
Michael Monaghan
Gerald Morin
Sarah Mosley
Jennifer Mull-Brooks
John and Suzanne Murphy
Monique Murray
Andrew and Danielle Naoum
Adam Nichols
Susan Nielsen
Kathleen Nugent
M. A. and J. D. O’Brien
Jocelyn Olsen
Beatrice Osgood
Erin Ovalle
Constance and Frank Palys
Brian Paquette
Louise and Nelson Parise
James and Amy Parker
Mark Patterson
Jared Payton
Merilee Mapes Perkins
Mark Philbrick
Michele and Christopher Philbrook
Julie Pochepan
Matthew and Allison Pore
Aaron Pratt  
Elizabeth Provost  
Karen Puckett
Linda and Donald Quigley
Claudia Racki
Rebecca Rand

John Reaman
Mary Margaret Reid
Patricia B. Rice
Tony Rioux
Michael Rose
Robert and Susan Rosenfield
Andrew Ross
Ben and Sarah Ryan
Brittany Sanders
Michael Sauschuck
Allison Schroth
Richard Scott Smart
Niki and Michael Semiglia
Christine Sheehan
Sherry Shipley
Bill Shippen
Pat Smart
Leslie Smith
Thomas Spahr
Kenneth and Joan Spirer
Linda Swallow
Raymond Swenton
Susannah Swihart
Edmund and Pamela Szalajeski
William and Nancy Taylor
Ralph and Marilyn Tedesco
Kevin Tierney
Michael Totta
Kevin Trytek
Penny Tselikis
Mitchell Vance
Lance Vardis
Sean and Kristin Venden
Kathleen and Daniel Ventura
Mary Veroneau
Heather Walker
Kevin Walker
Lynne Weinstein
Katherine Weiss
Katherine Whitehead
Richard Willette
Richard Williams
James and Margaret Wilson
Andrew Wood
Rhonda Wronski
Liz and Steve Wyman
Howard Yates
Paulette York
Janice Zurlo 

Thank you for your loyalty and generosity in making gifts to the Center. If you have arranged through your 
will to make a bequest, please let us know, so that we may express our gratitude for your “forever gift.” 

Gifts from Individuals

Steve Hart
 A generous supporter of the 
Center, Steve has lived and worked 
in Utah and on the West Coast. 
About his service as a volunteer 
facilitator at the Center for more 
than 10 years, he says, “Of all 
the work I have done in my life, 
this is the best fit. I have found 
my calling in helping to support, 
listen to, and walk with people 
on their paths through grief, 
especially in helping people feel 
not alone.”
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Our listing takes into account gifts made through United Way, but not payments on capital campaign pledges made in previous years.  
If you note an error, please call 207.775.5216, ext. 103. 

In Memory and Honor
In memory of:
Marie Almy
Garretti Aviles
Linda Bedell
Lindsay Berguis
Anita Boisvert
Grace Brescia
Robert Brown
Magella Cantara
Marie Cardamone
Richard G. Charest
Tara Chase
Sue Chung Thaxter
Roni Cole
Carol Cribben
James Curtis
Diren Dede
Brian Donovan
Anna and William Dox
Brendan Emrich
Tristan Flaherty
Bretton Frost
Larry D. Frost
Peggy Furey
Mildred Galvin
Mary Graff
Susan C. Griffin
Kevin Grover
Damien Hagerty
William J. Hannigan, III
Walter C. Hemingway, III
Bill Hemmens
George F. Hendry
Amy Hewitt
Amy Hill
Lee Holston
Jacquelyn Jenkins
Stacie Grigo Jensen
Sandi Johnson
Sister Josephine
Stephanie Katuzny
Thomas Kelly
Robert Kirby
John Koulovatos
Christopher LaFrance
Lee Joseph Leavitt
Brenda Lemay
Jo-Ann Lemieux
Dawn Poulin Lewis
Mina Zuke Lomac
Ben McCoy
Edith Melcher Patterson
Dorothy Merrill
Eileen Minte
Stephanie Mull
Julia S. Nelligan
Anthony Arthur Pereira
Susan Provost
David Provost
Chery Komola Rague
Judy Reidy
Devin Remme
Tracy Richard
Matthew Robinson
Kevin Rooney
Lorraine Ruminski
Kevin Ryan
Julie L. Sanders
James Sanville
Greg Scully
Janet Shannon
Thomas Shea
Zach Smith
Timothy Stickney
Susan Stierle-Harris
Leisha Tarbox
Jennifer Tarr
Victoria Thistle
Timothy Thompson
David Veilleux
Don Wells
Mark Wilcox
Sarah Wright

In honor of:
Eric Anton
The Children
Elizabeth Clough
Gene Cohen
Jonathan Denham
Anne Knapp Doiron
George and Louis
Allyn and Aaron Grant
Brayden Greenlaw
Lynne and Bruce Grimaldi
Mary Grimaldi
Stephen Hart
Debbie Henry

John Holland
Monique Isherwood
Suzanne and Charlie Kahill
Maureen and Cheryl Keeley
Libby Lauze
Paul and Janet Letalien
Anne Lynch
Kelly Maguire
Jack Matluck
Jack
Debbie Maxcy
Dan, Alison, Mia, and Bear
Sharon McKenna
Jane McKenney
Owen Miller
The Ploutz Family
Patricia Quinlan
Kimberly Simard
Dale and Ellen
Barney Skolnick
Melissa Smith
Patricia Stone
Pamela Szalajeski
Doug Watts
Shaw Wilhelm
Greta Yankiver

Volunteers
Program Volunteers

Judith Abdallah •
Lynn Abood
Danielle Alexander
Sara Almy
Kristina Andren 
Jared Archambault
Edward Armbruster
Peter Arndt
Sara Asch
Paul Attardo
Brianna Babick
Carmela Barton
Allison Beck
Caitlin Beling
Lori Black
Henry Bliss 
Geoffrey Bohannan
Michaela Boland
Anne Marie Briggs 
Kate Brown
Hannah Brown
Jane Bruno
Amanda Bucci*
James Byers 
Ayrie Calhoun-Lang
Patti Campbell
Beth Carter
Julie Chevalier 
Liz Clough
Liz Colburn
Nantz Comyns
Erin Conner
Ali Conroy*
Anna Consla-Schroeter
Heather Corey
Maryann Corsello
Danielle Costigan*
Shannon Cotter
Valerie Craig*
Sorcha Cribben-Merrill
Triss Critchfield
Sarah Cummings
Lois Curtin
Nick Danforth
Debbie Deschambeault-Mazjanis 
Rebecca DeSimone
Diane Dickinson
Kathryn Diggs*
Andy Dixon
Krista Doherty
Frances Dolesh
Mary P. Donahue
Lazarus Donato •
Deborah Duffett 
Donna Duffy
Fred Durst
Julie Edmonson 
Melissa Esty 
Jack Flanagan*
Lynn Foley*
Marjorie Ford 
Karen Franchoise 
Kristine Franklin 
Meghan Garrard
Alyssa Marie Garvey
Lizzie Gaudet
Derek Goodrich
Natalya Gorsky
Greg Grigsby

Lynn Grimaldi
Heather Guaciaro
Marijo Hamilton
Steve Hart*
Kate Hassett*
Rebecca Hatch
Owen Hayes
Anne Heelen 
Deb Henry*
Christine Hensley
Brittini Herring
Tatyana Herron 
Courtney Higgins
Drew Hill
Sharon Hill
Norm Hillsgrove
Pam Hines 
Susan Hoffman
John Holland
Lynne Holler 
Tom Hopkins
Mira Horn
Lisa Howell
Monique Isherwood
Jean Jala
Tricia Jamiol
Noreen Jensen
Sheila Jepson
Margaret Jones
Pamela Kallas*
Maureen Keeley
Nancy Kellar
Sarah Kelley*
Jane Kirton
Beth Kittredge
Edward Laboke •
Tom Lafferty
Amanda Langley*
Joanne Larman
Janine Lauze
Foti Leah
Christine Linnehan
Sue LoBosco
Helen Lonegan*
Blaise Maccarrone
Margo Mallar*
Jeanne Markin*
Tracy Marrs
Joan Martay
Michael Maurice
Susan McCadam Hoffman
Pam McGrath
Sharon McKenna
Audrey McMorrow
Alissa Messer
Dianne Miller
Nikki Millonzi
Stephanie Morris
Suzanne Mueller*
Nancy Nally
Fabienne Namuhoranye •
Donna Oakley
Peg O’Brien
Cathleen O’Donnell*
Shawna Ohm •
Josephine Okot •
Beth Olsen
Ally Olson
Karen Orr
Cathy Paglio
Lori Parent*
Toni Parise*
Suzanne Patterson
Alli Penan
Maureen Peters
Maria Peverada
Deb Pfeffer
Katie Pieh
Jay Piscopo
Sheryl Plummer
Tony Pollino
Kay Porter
Jessica Porter 
Matt Powers
Peter Prinz
Beth Quinlan
Natalie Reisinger * •
Nancy Richardson
Rhonda Ring*
Jacqueline Roberge
Nancy Robinson
Isabel Rodzik
Patti Ross
Peggy Rowe
Kristen Ryan
Jori Rynberg
Sanaa Salar •
Brittney Sampson
Erin Saveall
Luanne Schoninger

Jamie Schwellenbach*
Abdi Sharif •
Linda Siglock
Daniela Skalina
Judi Slotsky
Leslie Smith
Bruce St Thomas •
Teresa St. Peter*
Jennifer Stockless
Pat Stone
Karen Stowe
Amber Strickland
Edward Szalajeski
Pamela Szalajeski
Ellen Theodores
Matthew Theodores
Carl Toney •
Rosalie Trujillo
Lucy Tumavicus
Grace Tumavicus
Megan Valente
Beth Van Gorden
Katie Vandermast
Jessica Violette
Shelley Walker Rosen
Kristine Watson
Doug Watts
Johanna Webber
Jessica Welch
Stephanie Williams
Susan Jane Winslow
Christine Wyman
Gretalynn Yankiver 
Howard Yates
Ayla Zeimer

Office and Event Volunteers

Emily Allison
Joelle Albury
Lenny Ball
Ryan Barnes
Ero Barrett
Erin Bartoletti
Gail Beals
Caitlin Beling
Belle Bocal
Julie Bernier
Suki Bischoff
Michaela Bond
Helen Bonthyan
Megean Bourgeois
Aiden Bowe
Sara Breau
Joan Burk
Carmen Charlton
Darcy Cooke
Gavin Curran
Ida and Peter Connolly
Mechelle Connolly
Cristie Anne Cloutier
Susan Cloutier
Tara Colello
Vaughn Clark
Don Doane
Burr Duryee
Libby DeMille
Nick Dellatorre 
Hannah Davis
Kristi Drew
Mary Dolley
Laura Dow
Tim Dwyer
Hilary Emanuel
Michelle Esposito
Jenna Ferguson
Becca Foley
Susan Gaudet
Len and Liane Giambalvo
Jim Giberson
Eliza Warren Giberson
Sue Hadiaris
Jennie Hastings
Bill Hendrix
Katie Hogan
Lynne Holland
Susan Hoyt
Peg Hughes
Robert Hurdman
Candy Hutchison
Halee Jandreau
Chris Kast
Peggy Keyser
Linda Labbe
Carolyn Lane
Julie Leeman
Jaymee Legassey
Laura Lepine
Janet Letalien
Kai Lovell

Laurel Macs
The Maids
Joy Malier
Melissa McAllister
Roseann McConnell
Kerry McElhiney
Caitlin McGuinness
Chelsey Merrill
Alison Metsker
Zainab Miguel
Drew Milburn
Marianne Miro
Cassie Moore
Sarah Mosley
Rose Mary Muir
Meagan Norman
Sarah Oakes
Dianna Oliver 
Jen Olszewski
Mike Pallozzi
Jonah Peterson
Emma Pope-Welch
Katherine Porter
Terri Powell
Matt Purinton
Don Quigley
Billy Risigo
John Reed
Logan Ronan
Ann Marie Rousselle
Erin Ryan
Tom Saturley
Mary Scully
Brooke Sheldon
Pat Stover
Marcia Taylor
Nancy Thompson
Nick Thompson
Noah Tipton
Kathy Trott
Emma Warren
Deena Weinstein
Jonathan Wells
Lana Wescott
Elizabeth Wheeler
Kelly Whiteside
Cindy Williams
Rachel Yalowich
Sofia Zrioka

Eileen Minte (1950-2014)
 An energetic Center board member 
from 2002-08, Eileen played a 
critical role in the capital campaign 
that created the Center’s home 
on Forest Avenue in Portland. 
She also spearheaded our annual 
auction gala for many years, and 
volunteered as a peer-support 
facilitator. She was a woman 
of great strength, courage, and 
perseverance.

*Also volunteered for special events or office projects • Member of Intercultural Advisory Committee
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Sign up for Hoops for Hope. Presented by General 
Dynamics-Bath Iron Works, this program with the Maine 
Red Claws offers businesses visibility and season tickets. 
#hoopsforhope

Listen to the WCYY Markathon. Tune into 94.3 from 
December 1-5 when DJ Mark Curdo takes pledged donations 
to the Center for any songs that callers request. #markathon

Be part of Love Really Counts: Our 2015 Auction & Dinner Gala. 
Sponsor, buy tickets or volunteer for this magical evening, 
Friday, February 27. #lovegala 

Join a Community Conversation. See our film, Swimming in a 
Culture Without Water, then join a discussion about loss and 
changes faced by international families resettled in Maine. 
In March. Please call for date.

Share your energy in York County. Help turn up the  
volume about the Center’s services to York County families.  
We’re cooking up a spring event!

FundRace in the TD Beach to Beacon 10K. In March, we’ll 
have race bibs for runners who pledge to raise a minimum 
of $500 by the race on Saturday, August 1 in Cape Elizabeth. 

Play golf! How easy is that? Sponsor or send a team to our 2015 
Paul Gray Memorial Swing “Fore” the Center at the Purpoodock 
Club in Cape Elizabeth on Tuesday, September 15. 

You’re Invited 

Reserve your spot  for a volunteer orientation. Learn about our 
in-depth training to become a peer-group facilitator in Portland or 

Sanford. You’ll also hear about additional opportunities to volunteer.  
Times and dates at cgcmaine.org/volunteer/peer-support

Stay Connected in 2014-15

More info is available by calling the Center  
at 207.775.5216 or emailing info@cgcmaine.org 

or checking cgcmaine.org

Your gifts to the Center keep our services free for families.

During some of the most difficult losses, changes, and 
challenges imaginable:

• Your gift of $100 gives a child one month of support.

• Your gift of $1,000 extends that support for a year.

• Your gift of $2,500 gives a family one year of support.

You help children and families recover hope when they  
need it most.

“Financial circumstances”  
shouldn’t prevent grief support.

Mail:  
Center for Grieving Children 
P.O. Box 1438 
Portland, ME 04104

Online:  
cgcmaine.org/donate

By phone:  
207.775.5216

Please make the maximum gift you can this year,  
for any child or family who needs the Center. 
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